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SUBJECT: REPORTS OF DISCRIMINATORY REQUESTS 
REF: STATE 178704 

1 . DEPT'S ASSISTANCE HAS NOW BEEN REQUESTED BY LAWYER FOR 
US FIRM CH2M HILL INTERNATIONAL, MENTIONED REFTEL. 

2. HILL RECENTLY SIGNED CONTRACT WITH DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
TOWN PLANNING OF THE MINISTRY OF MUNICIPAL AND RURAL 
AFFAIRS TO PROVIDE URBAN PLANNING SERVICES TO THE CITY OF 
DAMMAM. FIRST VERSION OF CONTRACT PROVIDED THAT HILL 
WOULD CERTIFY BIOGRAPHIC FORMS FOR ALL US EMPLOYEES OF 
DAMMAM PROJECT INCLUDING "RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION AND OTHER 
PERTINENT DATA." ON ADVICE OF COUNSEL HILL STRUCK FROM 
CONTRACT WORDS "RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION". MINISTRY HAS NOW 
PROVIDED HILL WITH BIOGRAPHIC FORMS INCLUDING RELIGIOUS 
AFFILIATION BLANK INSISTING THAT THIS IS "PERTINENT 
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INFORMATION." HILL HAS TWICE GONE BACK TO MINISTRY PRO- 
TESTING THE FORM ON GROUNDS ITS CERTIFICATION CONTRARY TO 
US LAW AND CONTRARY TO THE SPIRIT OF THEIR CONTRACT. HILL 
LAWYER HAS ALSO BEEN IN TOUCH WITH SAUDI EMBASSY HERE, ALL 
TO NO AVAIL. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THAT EMBASSY CONTACT OFFICE OF 
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DEPUTY MINISTER FOR TOWN PLANNING AND EXPRESS OUR CONCERN 
WITH UNUSUAL REQUEST THAT COMPANY CERTIFICATION OF BIO 
FORM INCLUDE RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION. WE HAVE BEEN ASSURED 
THAT RELIGION IS NOT RELEVANT TO CURRENT SAUDI POLICY 
ON BUSINESS DEALINGS AND THAT RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION IS 
NOT PRACTICED BY SAG. US FIRMS DO NOT NORMALLY MAINTAIN 
SUCH DATA ON THEIR EMPLOYEES AND FOR COMPANY TO FURNISH 
IT TO MINISTRY WOULD RAISE SERIOUS LEGAL QUESTIONS FOR 
COMPANY IN UNITED STATES. (FYI: U.S. LAW IN THIS 
REGARD DOES NOT PRECLUDE DECISION BY INDIVIDUAL U.S. 

CITIZEN TO PROVIDE INFORMATION ABOUT SELF IN CONNECTION 
WITH VISA APPLICATION. END FYI.) 

4. HILL INTERNATIONAL IS UNDER CONSIDERABLE TIME PRESSURE 
TO GET ITS EMPLOYEES INTO THE FIELD TO IMPLEMENT CONTRACT. 

5. TO ASSIST MINISTRY IN IDENTIFYING PROJECT, YOU SHOULD 
REFER TO "CITY PLANNING FOR THE DAMMAN REGION." CHRISTOPHER 
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